[Metabolic activation of a natural promutagen, eugenol, by replicative cultures of adult rat liver epithelial cells].
The metabolism of eugenol via the epoxide-diol pathway has been characterized by the incubation of this compound in replicative cultures of epithelial cells from sexed rat liver. It is a naturally occuring compound which has been found as the second metabolite of a known hepatocancerogen: safrole. Eugenol did not appear as a mutagen while epoxyeugenol was mutagenic using the Ames Test.